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January 4, 2011

Mr. Milo Robinson

Federal Geographic Data Committee
590 National Center

Reston, VA 20192

Dear Mr. Robinson,

| am writing in support of the CAP grant request from the Minnesota Geospatial Information Office
(MnGeo) to develop a business plan for facilitating public availability of parcel data for the State of
Minnesota.

As Chairperson of the MetroGIS Policy Board, | am excited about MnGeo’s grant application. In
particular, | am excited about MnGeo’s intent to leverage the regional parcel data solution that
MetroGlIS implemented over a decade ago for the seven-county Minneapolis - St. Paul metropolitan
area. A statewide parcel data solution that is interoperable with Twin Cities metropolitan area solution
has been a goal of MetroGIS for some time, as business information needs of numerous MetroGIS
stakeholders, which involve access to parcel data, do not stop at the boundaries of the seven-county
region.

Finally, | believe that it is important to note that MetroGIS modeled its parcel data and other regional
data solutions to shared information needs after NSDI principles. The technical and organizational
components of MetroGlS’s parcel data solution are documented in a regional policy statement. This
policy statement not only sets forth agreed upon standards for normalizing parcel data across our
seven-county region (parcel geography and 66 attributes commonly used by numerous government and
other interests that serve the region) it is in line with the seven NSDI Framework Functions. The policy
statement also documents organizational roles and responsibilities necessary to sustain the solution, as
well as documents the organizations that have agreed to perform these critical custodial
responsibilities.

It is my intent to seek formal endorsement of this grant proposal from the full MetroGIS Policy Board at
the Board’s next meeting on January 19, 2011. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact either me (terryschn@qgwest.net / 612-720-7667) or Randall Johnson, MetroGIS Staff
Coordinator (randy.johnson@metc.state.mn.us / 651-602-1638).

Sincerely,
—mj P e

Terry Schneider
Chair, MetroGIS Policy Board

Cc: David Arbeit, MGIO, MnGeo
Randall Johnson, MetroGIS Staff Coordinator












Information

and
Technology
Integration

Specialists

GIS
Consulting

Data
Integration

Internet

Mapping

Application
Design

Training

and Support

Aerial
Photography

Pro-West & Associates, Inc.

PO Box 812 - Walker, MN 56484 - 8239 State 371 N'W Phone: (218 )547-3374 - Fax: (218) 547-3375 - www prowestgis.com

January 3, 2011

Mr. Milo Robinson

Federal Geographic Data Committee
590 National Center

Reston, VA 20192

Dear Mr. Robinson,

| am writing in support of the CAP grant request from the Minnesota Geospatial Information
Office (MnGeo) to develop a business plan for facilitating public availability of parcel data for the
State of Minnesota.

My company, Pro-West & Associates, Inc., has worked with local government in Minnesota for
over two decades to develop digital parcel data, link tax parcel databases and imaged
documents, and create internal and public facing interfaces for data accessibility. We
understand the technical and institutional issues involved with land records systems, and the
complexity of maintaining and managing those systems.

As past chair for the Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium and past co-chair for the Data Committee of
the Minnesota Governor’s Council on Geographic Information, | have had the opportunity to
develop relationships with professionals from both state and local government throughout
Minnesota, and work with organizations to share data that meets the business needs of multiple
levels of government. It is my belief that the MSDI Parcel Data Business Plan proposed in
MnGeo’s CAP grant request would leverage the relationships that currently exist and facilitate
parcel data availability for the entire state.

| support MnGeo in developing a plan to bridge the practices and policies that affect parcel data
important to the Minnesota Spatial Data Infrastructure. | am committed to participating in plan

development as an advisor for county parcel data programs and as an advocate for data sharing.

Sincerely,

Annette Theroux
President & CEO





