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INTRODUCTION

The records described in this guide document the state of Minnesotas
acquisition, sale, and management of its trust fund, railroad grant, and related
lands, as well as the federal land survey of Minnesota and the initial transfer of
title to public lands from the federa government to the state or to private parties.
The approximately 800 cubic feet of records were created primarily by four
agencies. the State Land Office, the Land Department of the State Auditor's
office, the U.S. General Land Office in Minnesota, and the U.S. Surveyor Generd
for Minnesota. The guide aso summarizes land-related records in other state
agencies, with individual descriptions of particularly pertinent records series.

Under the Enabling Act of February 26, 1857, by which Minnesota became
a state, as well as under other laws relating to public land states in general, the
federal government granted Minnesota certain trust fund lands. The sale or lease
of these lands was intended to generate funds for support of the common (public)
school system, for a state university and an agricultural college, for the erection of
public buildings, and for internal improvements such as road construction.
Ultimately, most of the income from the various trust fund lands was devoted to
schools and other educational purposes.

Swamp lands and school lands comprised the two largest categories of
these granted lands. Swamp lands--marshes or floodplains that were considered
unfit for cultivation-were granted to the state under an act of 1860 to encourage
their reclamation and disposal. Minnesota received a total of more than 4,700,000
acres of such lands (state and federa figures differ, and there was considerable
controversy over what constituted "swamp land" as defined by the grant).
However, the state made an annual appropriation for land drainage, and proceeds
from the sale or lease of swamp lands were used for state institutions and common
schools. The school lands granted to the state under the Enabling Act consisted of
sections 16 and 36 in every township, or aternative (indemnity) selections if
portions of these sections were already disposed of or contained bodies of water.
Over 2,900,000 acres of land (state and federal figures differ here, also) accrued
to the state under this grant.

The Enabling Act also granted Minnesota ten sections (6400 acres) of land
for the purpose of erecting or completing public buildings at the seat of
government; 72 sections (46,080 acres) to support a state university (in addition
to another 72 sections reserved in 1851 for a "territorial university"); and up to 72
sections of land adjoining salt springs, the magjority of which the legidature also
designated for the use of the state university. The Morrill Act of July 2, 1862,
entitled Minnesota to another 120,000 acres in support of an agricultural college,
which became a component of the state university as well. (A provision of the
Morrill Act that counted double those selected lands that lay within the limits of a
rallroad grant resulted in the actual transfer of 94,439 acres) The state's
entitlement to 500,000 acres of internal
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improvement land under a federal act of September 4, 1841, was affirmed in
1866. A state law of 1865 appropriated 525,000 acres of state swamp lands for the
benefit of state institutions: an insane asylum, deaf and dumb institute, state
prison, and three normal schools.

The state-owned lards described in this guide consist aimost entirely of
these categories of trust fund lands. Interspersed in larger series are a few records
pertaining to Volstead lands (parcels acquired in 1963 under the 1908 Volstead
Act, which permitted liens against unpaid drainage assessments) and to a few
miscellaneous land transfers.

Except for the school lands, trust fund lands were transferred on the basis
of selection lists prepared by the state and submitted to the U.S. Genera Land
Office for approval. The process of selection, submission, and approval for these
lands spanned several decades, from 1858 until well into the twentieth century.

Once granted or patented to the state, the lands could be resold to the
public, with the buyer receiving afinal patent (deed) to the land after al principal
and accrued interest had been paid. Sales of trust fund lands were held once or
perhaps twice a year in each county within which lands were available. Lists of
land being offered for sale were published and circulated prior to the sale. Most
lands were purchased on long-term contracts, usually 40 years, athough
numerous parcels were paid for in full long before that length of time had passed.
It was not uncommon for a tract of land to change hands severa times between
theinitial purchase and the issuance of a patent.

In addition to the trust fund lands, various acts of Congress between the
years 1857 and 1866 granted land concessions to Minnesota to aid in the
construction of certain railroads. As each portion of a qualifying rail line was
completed, the railroad company received title to a designated amount of public
land, usually the odd-numbered sections within a specified distance each side of
the line, or to indemnity selections for any of this land that was deficient in area
or aready claimed. These lands were transferred from the federal government to
the state of Minnesota, which in turn deeded them to the railroads, who then sold
them to recover construction costs.

The railroads affected by these laws were the St. Paul and Pacific, St. Paul
and Sioux City, Minnesota Central, Winona and St. Peter, Southern Minnesota,
Lake Superior and Mississippi, and Hastings and Dakota and their predecessor
and successor companies. The Northern Pacific Railway Company received a
grant of land directly from Congress. The state of Minnesota aso regranted
portions of its swamp lands, totaling about 2,900,000 acres, to some of these and
other railroad companies: Lake Superior and Mississippi, Southern Minnesota,
Minnesota Central, Taylors Falls and Lake Superior, St. Paul and Chicago,
Minneapolis and St. Cloud, Duluth and Iron Range, and Little Falls and Dakota.
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The state has also acquired other tracts of land, for such purposes as state
parks and forests, game refuges, wildlife management areas, conservation
reserves, and wetlands. Files pertaining to these lands are scattered among the
records of the Conservation and Natural Resources departments. There are
voluminous files on the management of timber, minerals, and other resources on
state lands. Occasiona records pertain to boundaries, timber, ownership rights,
and other matters relating to Indian reservations in the state. None of these records
are described in detail in this guide, athough summary guide ertries note the
primary aggregations of such data. In addition, information on lands forfeited to
the state for non-payment of taxes are found with the records of many individua
counties, as well as scattered among a number of state agency files.

The area comprising present-day Minnesota was originally part of the
federal public domain. Those lands that were not granted to the state or to
railroads or reserved to Indian ownership were subject to acquisition by private
paties directly from the federal government. The U.S. General Land Office,
created in 1812, was responsible for managing the disposition of the federal
domain. The records of its Minnesota land offices, beginning with the first lands
opened for entry (purchase) in 1848, document both the initial transfer of title to
al lands in the state and the administration of the land entry, payment, title, grant,
and contest system for the federal lands.

Before any land could be officialy opened for sale or transfer, it had to be
surveyed. The office of the U.S. Surveyor General of Minnesota was responsible
for conducting the original government survey of the public domain in the state.
Its records span the period from 1848, when the earliest land surveys were
conducted in southeastern Minnesota, to 1907, when the survey of Minnesota was
essentially complete, and consist of both the survey notes and plats and a variety
of administrative records.

All of the records described in this guide are housed in the Minnesota State
Archives at the Minnesota Historica Society, Divison of Archives and
Manuscripts. Current administrative records for lands still owned by the state,
which continue or supplant some of the series listed herein, remain with the Land
Bureau of the Minnesota Department of Natura Resources (DNR). Increments
are transferred to the State Archives from time to time. Several series of State
Land Office records, as well as the origina entry tract books of the U.S. General
Land Office, have been microfilmed and the originals withdrawn from general
use. The microfilm copies are described in this guide. The originals are either in
the State Archives or scheduled for transfer from the DNR. Some series of
administrative records may in the future be microfilmed in lieu of permanent
retention of the originals.

The series descriptions in this guide are supplemented by individual box
content, folder title, and/or volume lists, as well as occasional detailed narratives
or item lists, al of which are available in the reading room of the Division of
Archives and Manuscripts. Photocopies of these finding aids may be purchased as
well. An assortment of published
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documents relating to state lands and land sales, minerals, timber, and state parks,
issued primarily by the Conservation Department and the State Auditor, are also
available in the State Archives or at the Minnesota Historical Society Reference
Library. The State Planning Agency maintains a wide range of current land status
and land use data on Minnesota in general and state-owned lands in particular.

A number of individuals and agencies contributed directly or indirectly to
the production of this guide. Processing, inventorying, and description of most of
the State Land Office, U.S. General Land Office, and U.S. Surveyor Genera
records, as well as microfilming of the vital land transfer and ownership records,
were supported by an appropriation of funds from the Legislative Commission on
Minnesota Resources (LCMR), which also funded the publication of this guide.
Commission members Robert E. Hansen, executive director, and John R. Vélin,
administrative assistant, were particularly enthusiastic supporters of this project,
as was Donald P. Yaeger, project manager for the state's Land Management
Information Center. Project archivist Gregory Kinney carried out most of the
LCMR-funded processing and microfilming work, assisted at various stages by
Cathy Emkovik and Geraldine Nielsen and by members of the Division of
Archives and Manuscripts permanent staff.

Rodney W. Rowe of the DNR Land Bureau offered valuable advice and
assistance in identifying and assessing the vital records of the State Land Office
and in transferring them to the State Archives for microfilming and storage, and
the DNR's Rodney W. Sando provided the necessary administrative support.
Roderick H. Squires, associate professor of geography at the University of
Minnesota, supplied the sketch maps that illustrate the U.S. General Land Office
administrative histories, critiqued the text of he GLO section, and in general
contributed the perspective of alongtime user of these records.
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STATE LAND OFFICE

The State Land Office was established in 1862, to "have the general charge
and supervision of al lands belonging to the State" (General Laws 1862 c62 s3).
It received, managed, and sold trust fund lands granted to the state of Minnesota
by various acts of the U.S. Congress; served as a conduit for the federal lands
granted to various railroads to aid in the corstruction of their lines in the state;
held and resold lands forfeited to the state for nonpayment of taxes; and was
involved in the acquisition and management of assorted other lands acquired by
the state.

Minnesota began making provision for the management and sale of its trust
fund lands amost immediately upon attaining statehood. The state constitution,
ratified on October 13, 1857, authorized the disposal at public sale of the school
lands and required that the proceeds remain a perpetual school fund. Laws passed
in 1858 and 1861 established penalties for trespass (specifically, cutting timber
and hay) on lands granted to the state by Congress for schools, universities, or
internal improvements (Laws 1858 ¢17 and Laws 1861 c12). Two laws passed in
March of 1861 established state boards of commissioners of school lands and of
public lands, both consisting of the governor, the attorney general, and the
superintendent of public instruction. One was to oversee the school lands and
supervise their sale, and the other to supervise the survey and management of all
classes of state lands (Laws 1861 c14 and c13).

No land sales were held under the aegis of either of these commissions.
The 1862 law abolished both of them and replaced them with the State Land
Office, making the state auditor the ex officio land commissioner and authorizing
him to oversee, sell, lease, and dispose of all state lands.

The State Land Office was not a separate state agency. The state auditor, in
his capacity as state land commissioner, was in charge of the trust fund and grant
lands during the period of their most active acquisition and disposal, 1862-1931.
The name "State Land Office" was used rather inconsistently on official
documents relating to state lands during the 1860s, until the land administration
function became well established. As the auditor's office grew in size and
complexity, a Land Department was created to handle sales and transfers of trust
fund lands, as well as to manage timber and mineral resources on unsold trust
fund and other state-owned lands.

The auditor's duties and responsibilities for the administration of state lands
were terminated in 1931. The functions and records of the Land Department were
transferred to the Lands and Minerals Division and the Forestry Division of the
newly organized Conservation Department (Laws 1931 ¢186), although logistical
problems and a controversy over the constitutionality of this action delayed the
effective transfer until 1933. In 1967 the Lands Section of the Lands and Minerals
Division
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was merged with the Forestry Division to form the Lands and Forestry Division
(Laws 1967 c905). This division was carried over as such when the Conservation
Department became the Natural Resources Department (DNR) in 1971 (Laws
1969 c1129). In about 1973 state land administration was again made a separate
function with the creation of the DNR's Land Bureau (DNR Biennia Report,
1972-1974).

The record series listed under State Land Office are those records of the
selection, sale, and status of state trust fund and related lands that constitute the
state's master record of these lands. The deed records, patent records, and
approved lists are the original documents conveying title from the federal
government to the state of Minnesota, and from the state to the initial private
purchaser or grantee. Title searchers have found that the deeds and patents were
not systematically recorded with the county registers of deeds, and thus the State
Land Office records congtitute a vital link in the chain of title to these Minnesota
lands. Other State Land Office series are administrative records of sales,
payments, and status of the lands. Most of the records were transferred from the
auditor to the Conservation Department when responsibility for the lands was
transferred. Nearly all of these series are now inactive.

Correspondence and administrative files regarding all aspects of the
acquisition, transfer, management, and disposal of state lands and of their timber
and minera resources are listed under State Auditor: Land Department (pages
25-32) and in various subgroups and series of the Conservation and Natural
Resources departments and the governor's office (pages 34-41). Files in other
state agencies (pages 42-46) give additiona insight into the administration of
these lands. Records concerning the sale, transfer, and status of the remainder of
the public domain in Minnesota are listed under U.S. General Land Office (pages
64-113).

List of Series:

Abstract of State Land, 1940-ca.1978. 10 vols.

[Abstract of Unpatented State Land], 1911-1915. 1 val.

Abstracts of Sales, 1882-1981. 6 rolls microfilm.

Appraisals of State Land, 1862-ca.1968. 36.0 c.f.

Approved List: State Experimental Forest, 1905. 1 folder.

Approved Lists, 1858-1963. 1 roll microfilm.

Approved Lists: Congressiona Railroad Land Grants, 1860-1931. 2
rolls microfilm.

Approved Lists: Congressional Railroad Land Grants (Supplement),
1894-1906. 3 folders.

Approved Lists: Swamp Lands, 1865-1912. 1 roll microfilm.

Approved Lists: Swamp Lands (Set 2), 1865-1959. 1.3 c.f.

Drainage Assessment (Ditch) Records, 1907-1931. 4 vols.

Duluth and Iron Range Railroad: Records of Swamp Land Selections,
1913-1917. 0.7 cf.

[Maps: List], December 1892. 1 vol.
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Maps. Miscellaneous, undated and 1858-1920. 1.0 c.f.

Maps. Northern Pacific Railroad Rights of Way Across State Lands, undated
and 1892. 2 folders.

Maps: Railroad Maps, 1857-1911. 7.0 c.f.

Memorandum of Sale of State Land, 1903-1978. 12.0 c.f.

Miscellaneous Deeds, 1887-1943. 1 roll microfilm.

Miscellaneous Trust Fund Land Lists and Correspondence, 1857-1938. 0.9 c.f.

Patent Records, State Trust Fund Lands, 1863-1978. 31 rolls microfilm.

Railroad Deed Record, 1864-1942. 4 rolls microfilm.

Railroad Land Grant Patents: United States to Minnesota, 1875-1935. 1 roll
microfilm.

Railroad Swamp Land Selection Lists, 1880-1926. 2.6 c.f.

Record of Land Examinations on Chippewa Indian Reservations, 1904, 1908.
1 vol. and 2 folders.

Record of Leases on Public Building Lands, 1891-1895. 1 vol.

Record of Payments on State Land Contracts: Internal Improvement Lands,
1872-1943. 5 vols. and 3 partia vols.

Record of Payments on State Land Contracts. Reform School Lands,
1892-1913. 1 val.

Record of Payments on State Land Contracts: School and Related Lands,
1862-1943. 69 vols.

Record of Payments on State Land Contracts. State Ingtitution Lands,
1882-1915. 2 vols. and 1 partia vol.

Record of Payments on State Land Contracts: Swamp Lands, 1901-1943. 19
vols.

Record of Sales. State Trust Fund Lands, 1862-1879. 4 rolls microfilm.

Record of Sales: State Trust Fund Lands, ca.1878-ca.1940. 6 rolls microfilm.

Record of Sales: State Trust Fund Lands (Supplement), ca.1883-ca.1936. 7
vols.

School and Other State Land to be Offered for Sale: Published Lists,
1905-1914. 1 vol.

Special Certificate Record, 1870-1974. 1 roll microfilm.

State Subdivisions Plat Book, undated. 1 roll microfilm.

State Subdivisions Plat Files, undated and 1862-1909. 2 folders and 1 oversize
folder.

State Trust Fund Land Certificates, 1862-1984. 79.0 c.f.

Swamp Land Miscellaneous Lists and Correspondence, undated and
1862-1923. 1.6 c.f.

Swamp Land Patents. United States to Minnesota, 1865-1960. 2 rolls
microfilm.

Swamp Land Record, ca.1860-1931. 3 rolls microfilm.

Swamp Land Selection Lists, 1875-1915. 1.75c.f.
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STATE LAND OFFICE RECORDS

Abstract of State Land, 1940-ca.1978. 9.0 c.f. (10 vols)

A cumulative administrative record of the status of each parcel of state trust
fund land that was unsold or unpatented as of 1940. The abstract was
initially compiled in 1940-1941 (abstracts for a few counties appear to date
from 1936), and annotations record any subsequent changes in the gatus of
aparcel. The abstract records both original sales and resales of relinquished,
tax-forfeited, and payment-delinquent land.

The abstract is arranged by county, thereunder by type of trust fund, and
thereunder by range, township, section, and fractional section. Unsold
parcels are smply listed in the appropriate place with no annotations. For
parcels that had been sold but not patented prior to 1940, the abstract may
include the following information as appropriate: certificate number, date of
sde, date final payment was received or patent issued, unpaid balance, the
last year an interest payment was received (for delinquent land), tax status
of the parcel, date the parcel was reoffered for sale, date of the most recent
appraisal, notations if the parcel includes lakeshore or is in a state forest,
and occasional explanatory remarks.

There are no abstracts for several counties. Apparently there were no
unpatented trust fund lands in these counties as of 1940.

A new set of abstracts was compiled in about 1978 and is still (1985) in
use by the Department of Natural Resources Land Bureau. Parcels patented
between 1940 and 1978 were eliminated from the new abstracts.

Arrangement: By county in approximate alphabetical order.

Related Records: The Abstract of State Land appears to be a successor
to the Recor d of Sales (pages 20-21).

[Abstract of Unpatented State Land], 1911-1915. 1 vol.

Lists, by county, of parcels of trust fund lands sold prior to 1875 but not yet
paid up and patented. Compiled, probably in 1911, to identify those parcels
for which the forty-year payment limit on the initial land certificates was
about to expire, as evidenced by accompanying copies of form letters from
the state auditor to county treasurers. Each entry gives legal description,
certificate number, purchaser's name, and amount of principal unpaid; for
most parcels, a date (1911-1915) on which the principal was paid has been
added.

Abstracts of Sales, 1882-1981. 6 rolls microfilm (16 vols.: 8.5 c.f.)

Abstracts of sales of the various categories of trust fund lands by the state of
Minnesota to private parties. Sales were conducted at the county level
through public auction by the county auditor or treasurer. Some time after
each sdle, a report on the lands sold was sent to the State Land Office,
where the information was recorded as abstracts of sales. The abstracts were
recorded by date of sale and thereunder by county, in the order in which the
land office received the reports from the county officials. Because of delays
in reporting, sales may not appear in strict chronological order. The



State Land Office Records 9

abstracts for each sale are arranged by range, town, section, and fractional
section. Each fractional section has a certificate number that was
consecutively assigned as the abstract was recorded.

The abstracts list, for each parcel of land sold, the certificate number,
legal description, appraised value per acre, total acreage, price per acre,
total amount to be paid, down payment, unpaid balance, first year's interest
on the balance, purchaser's name, and record of any forfeited sales. No
subsequent payment or patent data are included. Some volumes contain
indexes, not always complete, that cite the page(s) on which the abstracts
for each county are found. Abstracts are present for the following categories
of lands: school lands, 1882-1981; interna improvement lands, 1882-1969;
state ingtitution lands, 1890-1907; swamp lands, 1902-1981; agricultural
college lands, 1882-1909; public buildings lands, 1901-1939; university
lands, 1882-1964; rura credit lands, 1947; and Volstead lands, 1963-1971.

Appraisals of State Land, 1862-ca.1968. 36.0 c.f. (13 oversize and 11 double

oversize boxes)

A record of appraisals made on state trust fund land prior to its being
offered for sale. The appraisals were made to establish the minimum price
for which a tract would be sold. The series includes appraisals for original
sales and for resades of payment-delinquent and tax-forfeited land. The
appraisdls fal into three chronological sequences. 1862-1921,
1921-ca.1947, and ca.1933-ca.1968.

Each appraisal sheet (one section or portion of a section is recorded on
a sheet) gives the range, town, and section of the tract appraised; date of
appraisal; and type of trust fund the tract belonged to. General information
given for each section includes distances to nearest village and post office,
predominate nationality of area residents, condition of roads on or near the
appraised parcels, extent of naturally reproducing timber on the parcels, and
general comments on the quality of the land and its potentia uses. The
sheet also provides detailed descriptions of each quarter-quarter section
appraised. These list the value and type of timber on the quarter section;
soil type; acres of meadow, swanp, uplands, and waste; acres of cleared
land; descriptions of any improvements on the land; appraised value per
acre; and uses to which the land may be adapted.

Appraisals made after 1921 include a coded plat drawing of the section
indicating the parcels covered by the appraisal and sketching or noting data
on the terrain and vegetation. After 1933 resale appraisals usually indicate
the last year in which the interest had been paid on delinquent land and the
last year taxes had been paid on tax-forfeited land. There is also usualy a
notation of the year when the parcel was formally declared delinquent or
forfeit.

The series also includes one box of appraisals made for the Land
Exchange Commission during 1942-1948. These appraisals were made for
trust fund land in Carlton, Cass, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, Lake of
the Woods, and St. Louis counties that were part of national forests, state
forests, or other reserves and were to be exchanged for other federal land.

Arrangement: By county and thereunder by range, township, and
section within three chronological sequences.
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Approved List: State Experimental Forest, 1905. 1 folder
A list and plats of lands approved for patenting to Minnesota for use as a
state experimental forest as provided by a congressional act of April 28,
1904 (33 Stat. 536).

The act of 1904 allowed the state to select 20,000 acres from the federal
domain to be used as an experimental forest. The approved list certifies that
the selected tracts were not subject to any other claim or reservation. The
list gives the legal description of the approved tracts and the plats illustrate
their location in townships 63 and 64, range 13, St. Louis County (the
present Burntside State Forest).

Approved Lists, 1858-1963. 1 roll microfilm (8 vols.: 2.5 c.f.)

Approved lists for various categories of state trust fund lands, selected by
the state of Minnesota from the federal domain for specified public
purposes under a number of congressional grants. The approved lists were
issued through the local and district offices of the U.S. General Land Office
and certify that the lands selected by the state were not subject to any prior
claim or reservation. Approved lists are present for the following categories
of land: indemnity school lands, 1858-1960; agricultural college lands,
1867-1879; interna improvement lands, 1867-1874, 1906-1907; salt spring
lands, 1871-1916; public building lands, 1863; university lands, 1854-1915;
and Volstead lands, 1963.

Each approved list gives list number, land district through which the
selections were made, date of selection, legal descriptions and acreages of
the parcels selected, and dates the selections were approved by the
commissioner of the General Land Office and the secretary of the interior.

Finding Aids: Indexes by range and township accompany the approved
lists.

Approved Lists: Congressional Railroad Land Grants, 1860-1931. 2 rolls

microfilm (9 vols.: 3.0 c.f.)

Lists of lands approved by the U.S. General Land Office for transfer to
those railroad companies that had received grants of land from Congress to
aid in construction of their lines. Under the terms of its grant, a company
was entitled to a specified amount of public land for each mile of track
constructed, ustally the odd-numbered sections within six miles each side
of the track, reserved to the railroad after the route of its line had been set. If
any of this land was deficient in area or subject to prior clam or
reservation, the railroad was entitled to select an equivalent amount of
public land within wider limits as indemnity. The railroad company filed
selection lists with the local federal land office for these indemnity lands.
The approved lists certified that the indemnity lands were not subject to any
prior claim or reservation.

The approved lists were issued for the Southern Minnesota Railroad;
Winona and St. Peter Railroad; St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad,
Minnesota Central Railway; Hastings and Dakota Railroad; Minnesota
Valley Railroad;, St. Paul ad Pacific Railroad; Lake Superior and
Mississippi Railroad; Northern Pacific Railway; and their predecessors
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and successors. Each list gives railroad name, land office through which
selections were made, citation to the origina grant, legal descriptions and
acreages of the parcels approved, total acreage approved by the list, and
dates the selections were approved by the commissioner of the General
Land Office and the secretary of the interior.

Arrangement : By railroad.

Finding Aids: Each volume is prefaced by a location index; thereis aso
a consolidated location index.

Approved Lists: Congressional Railroad Land Grants (Supplement), 1894-
1906. 0.1 c.f. (3 folders)
Additional approved lists for the Northern Pacific Railway, the St. Paul and
Pacific Railroad and its successors, and the St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway that are missing from the microfilmed set.

Approved Lists: Swamp Lands, 1865-1912. 1 roll microfilm (1.0 c.f.)
An incomplete set of lists of swamp lands submitted to the U.S. Genera
Land Office and certified by that office as qualifying for transfer to the state
of Minnesota.

The swamp land grant, authorized by congressional acts of September
28, 1850, and March 12, 1860, entitled the state of Minnesota to select from
the public domain al "swamp and overflowed lands' unsuitable for
cultivation and to dispose of the land for such public purposes as the
legislature saw fit. The swamp land approved lists, as issued by the General
Land Office, certified that the tracts selected by the state qualified under the
grant's definition of swamp and overflowed lands and were not subject to
any adverse clam. The approved lists did not transfer title, but were a
preliminary step to the issuance of a patent.

The lists are arranged by land district and thereunder by date of
approva by the secretary of the interior. They include the following
information: list number; land district through which the selections were
made; description of the tracts selected, citing range, town, section, and
fractional section; acreage of the tract; total acreage approved in the list;
and date approved by the commissioner of the General Land Office and the
secretary of the interior.

The swamp land approved lists were originaly dispersed among the
records of the U.S. General Land Office and the Minnesota auditor's office
in the State Archives, and have been brought together in asingle file.

Related Records: Swamp Land Patents. United States to Minnesota
(page 23); Swamp Land Selection Lists (page 24).

Approved Lists: Swamp Lands (Set 2), 1865-1959. 1.3 c.f. (7 vols. and 5
folders)
Lists of swamp lands submitted to the U.S. General Land Office and
certified by that office as qualifying for transfer to the state of Minnesota.
The ligts are arranged, for the most part, by land district and thereunder
by date of approval by the secretary of the interior. List numbers were
originally assigned in separate sequences for each land
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district. After about 1895 list numbers were assigned in a single sequence
encompassing all land districts.

This set of swamp land approved lists was originaly in the custody of
the Department of Natural Resources, Land Bureau, and is more complete
than the microfilmed series.

Finding Aids: Volumes and/or lists include tract indexes.

Drainage Assessment (Ditch) Records, 1907-1931. 1.0 c.f. (4 vols.)
A record of the parcels of state land against which assessments were levied
for the construction of various county and judicial ditches. Each tract of
land that would be benefited by the construction of these drainage ditches
was assessed. The state of Minnesota paid the assessments on state lands
that had not yet been sold.

Under each county and ditch number is itemized, for each quarter-
quarter section, the amount of assessment and interest. Summary payment
data are also noted.

Finding Aids: A location index appears at the beginning of each
volume.

Duluth and Iron Range Railroad: Records of Swamp Land Selections,

1913-1917. 0.7 c.f. (1 folder and 1 bundle)

An itemized record, by parcel, of swamp lands deeded to the Duluth and
Iron Range Railroad under Minnesota Special Laws of 1875, Chapter 54;
and correspondence and lists, 1913-1917, regarding the completion of this
land grant.

The 1875 law and its successors (Special Laws 1876 c241 and Special
Laws 1883 c69) entitled the Duluth and Iron Range Railroad to ten sections
of swamp land for each mile of completed road, to be selected within ten
miles either side of the line or from other swamp lands in St. Louis, Lake,
and Cook counties to make up any deficiencies. Notes in the file comparing
granted lands with the State Land Office's "Swamp Land Record" indicate
that the total acreage was to have been 606,720 acres.

In 1914 the railroad pressed claims to lands it felt entitled to receive as
indemnity for lands lost to it through previous deed and title problems,
occupation by other railroads rights of way, overlapping land descriptions,
and surveying errors, totaling 5966.87 acres. The state allowed an
entitlement of 5448.52 acres.

The bulk of this file consists of sheets (620 pages) that appear to
itemize the status of each parcel of land surveyed for possible grant to the
Duluth and Iron Range Railroad. They record each parcel's lega
description, evidence of title, whether deeded to and/or filed on by the
Duluth and Iron Range Railroad or for state institutions, whether vacant,
and whether the state's claim was rejected. They are accompanied by
various summary sheets, as well as the folder of correspondence and lists.

Related Records: Railroad Swamp Land Selection Lists (page 16).

[Maps: List], December 1892. 1 vol.
Entitled "Index to Maps on File in the State Land Office," this five-page
volume lists railroad location and nstruction maps, maps of military
roads, and miscellaneous maps filed with the State Land Office



State Land Office Records 13

between about 1862 and 1892. Many, but not all, of these are among the
State Land Office maps described below; the State Land Office map files
also contain maps not present on this list.

Maps. Miscellaneous, undated and 1858-1920. 1.0 c.f. (1 double oversize box)
Miscellaneous maps filed with or collected by the State Land Office,
including town and city plats, roads, waterways, state lands, and Indian
reservations.

They were identified on their original storage cartons as State Land
Office maps, but most have no filing notation or other internal provenance
data.

Maps. Northern Pacific Railroad Rights of Way Across State L ands,
undated and 1892. 0.25 c.f. (2 folders)
Blueprint maps showing the line of the Northern Pacific across various
sections of state swamp lands and internal improvement lands, submitted to
the State Land Office in order to gain title to the rights of way in
accordance with acts of Congress (July 2, 1864) and of the Minnesota
legislature (Nov. 19, 1881).

Maps: Railroad Maps, 1857-1911. 7.0 c.f. (4 double oversize boxes and 4

map tubes)

Maps of railroad lines, submitted to the State Land Office in accordance
with various acts of Congress or the Minnesota legisature that granted
public lands and/or rights of way to the railroads to help support their
construction. They are of three genera types. location maps, which record
the prospective route as surveyed and laid out; construction maps, showing
the line as actually constructed, equipped, and put into operation; and right
of way maps, showing portions of the line that crossed state land, usually
with the dimensions and/or acreages of land claimed by the railroad for its
right of way.

Although al of the maps had been identified upon receipt into the
archives as being State Land Office maps, some are annotated as having
been filed with the governor or secretary of state, and some contain no
filing notation or other internal provenance data.

Arrangement : All maps for a given railroad are listed together; railroads
arelisted in partial aphabetical order.

Memorandum of Sale of State Land, 1903-1978. 12.0 c.f. (51 vols.)

Lists of state trust fund land to be offered for sale in a given year. The lists
were prepared by the State Land Office and sent to the county auditors who
were to conduct the sales. They list each parcel of land offered for sale and
include both original sales and resales of forfeited or delinquent lands. If a
parcel was not sold the first time it was offered, it may be listed in more
than one year. These volumes congtitute an administrative record of sales,
not legal instruments conveying title.

Information recorded: printed sheets, with columns filled in for county,
sale date, township name, legal description of offered tracts, acreage,
appraised value per acre, appraised value of timber and improvements, sale
price per acre, purchaser's name and address, and
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remarks (type of trust fund). Later volumes contain more information
categories than earlier volumes.

Arrangement : By year, thereunder alphabetically by county, thereunder
by legal description of offered tracts.

Related Records: Record of Sales: State Trust Fund Lands (ca.1878-
ca.1940, page 20) records similar (probably duplicate) information, but
arranged primarily by county rather than year. Abstracts of Sales (page 8)
summarize the actual sales, by date.

Miscellaneous Deeds, 1887-1943. 1 roll microfilm (2 vols.: 1.0 c.f.)

Primarily right of way, relinquishment, and quitclam deeds affecting
railroad lands. The right of way deeds were issued by the state of Minnesota
for strips of state land through which a railroad line passed; they give date
executed, grantor, grantee, legidative authorization for the right of way
grant, purchase price, legal description of the fractional section(s) involved,
and total acreage. The relinquishment deeds were issued by the state to the
federal government for railroad grant lands that had been preempted by
settlement; the settler then received title. They give citations to pertinent
laws, claimant's name, legal description, acreage, and date of deed.

Quitclaim deeds conveyed arailroad corporation's interest in a parcel of
its land grant back to the state of Minnesota. They give date of deed,
grantee, grantor, price and/or other consideration paid, legal description,
and sometimes the reason for reversion to the state. The volumes also
include several other miscellaneous instruments of conveyance, including
state land patents, judgments in condemnation proceedings, escheated
estates, and final decrees in probate, al relating to railroad lands. Some
deeds are accompanied by plat drawings or other documentation.

Finding Aids: Each volume contains two indexes, one organized by
range and township and citing page number(s), the other organized by date
of deed and citing grantee, grantor, type of deed, legal description, and page
number. There is also a comprehensive index/abstract, arranged by survey
location, to the right of way deeds recorded in these volumes and in the
Railroad Deed Record.

Related Records: Railroad Deed Record (page 15) includes
relinquishments and right of way deeds prior to 1887.

Miscellaneous Trust Fund Land Lists and Correspondence, 1857-1938. 0.9

c.f. (1 box)
Miscellaneous lists and correspondence relating to the selection, patenting,
and sale of various types of state trust fund land. The series includes records
relating to school, public building, state ingtitution, university, and salt
spring land.

Patent Records, State Trust Fund Lands, 1863-1978. 31 rolls microfilm (71

vols.: 34.5cf.)

The State Land Office's copies of the patents that constituted the original

conveyance of title from the state of Minnesota to the purchasers of various
categories of state trust fund lands. The printed forms are filled in with

patent number; certificate number, which refers to the purchaser's initial

filing for the parcel; name(s) of
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patentee and any assignees; date of full payment on the land; lega
description of the property citing section number and subdivision, township,
range, and county, and usually giving the total acreage; and date the patent
was executed.

The original of each patent was given to the purchaser of the land, who
was responsible for registering it with the county recorder of deeds. Since
this was not systematically done, especially in early years, this series
constitutes the only complete record of original conveyance of the state's
trust fund lands.

List of Subseries:

School Lands, 1863-1942. 19 rolls (38 vols.)
Patent nos. 1-22,075. Includes indemnity school lands, interfiled
prior to 1895 and thereafter in a separate sequence.

School Lands Transferred, 1891-1942. 4 rolls (7 vols.)
Patent nos. 1-4131. Transferred from internal improvement lands
(Laws 1891 c31).

University Lands, 1880-1942. Partial roll (1 vol.)
Patent nos. 1-463.

University Lands Transferred, 1897-1942. Partial roll (1 vol.)
Patent nos. 1-221. Transferred from internal improvement lands
(Laws 1891 c31).

Agricultural College Lands, 1872-1942. 1 roll (2 vols., 1 partial vol.)
Patent nos. 1-1248.

Internal Improvement Lands, 1878-1942. 1 roll (2 vols.)
Patent nos. 1-1004.

State Institution Lands, 1897-1942. Partia roll (1 val., 1 partial vol.)
Patent nos. 1-693.

Public Building Lands, 1902-1942. Partia roll (1 val.)
Patent nos. 1-64.

Reform School Lands, 1891-1902. Partia roll (1 vol.)
Patent nos. 1-11. D. W. Ingersoll's Addition to St. Paul.

Swamp Lards, 1902-1942. 1 roll (2 vols.)
Patent nos. 1-1151.

All Trust Fund Lands, 1942-1978. 3 rolls (14 vals.)
Patent nos. 33,001-39,700. Patents for al land categories, issued in
a single sequence. Active series; patents are still being added.

Arrangement: By land category until 1942; thereunder by
chronologically assigned patent number.

Railroad Deed Record, 1864-1942. 4 rolls microfilm (8 vols.: 4.0 c.f.)
Handwritten copies of deeds issued by the state of Minnesota to private
corporations for land grants authorized either by Congress or by the state
legidature to aid in the construction of railroads. Upon completion of
specified sections of line, the corporation was entitled to a deed to the land
stipulated in the grant. The grants authorized by the state legisature were
for designated swamp lands to which Minnesota had received title from the
federal government.
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Each deed gives the type and number of deed, railroad company to
which the land was deeded, date, recapitulation of the origina authorizing
grant and its terms, citation to any legislation supplemental to the original
grant, date the specified sections of the line were completed, governor's
certification that terms of the grant were fulfilled, legal descriptions of
lands conveyed, and total acreage deeded.

The records also include scattered railroad relinquishment and right of
way deeds, as well as a few deeds and relinquishments for state roads,
Indian reservations, salt spring lands, indemnity school lands, and the
Cannon River Manufacturers Association. The relinquishment deeds were
issued by the state to the federal government for railroad lands that had
been settled prior to the authorization of the grant; the settler then received
title to the land. They give legal description, acreage, and claimant's name.
The right of way deeds were issued by the state to the railroad company for
small strips of school land through which arailroad line passed. After about
1886, these are found in Miscellaneous Deeds (page 14).

Arrangement : Generally chronological.

Finding Aids: Each volume is prefaced by a location index and by a
chronological list of deeds that cites grantee, acreage, and page number;
there is also a consolidated location index.

Railroad Land Grant Patents: United Statesto Minnesota, 1875-1935. 1

roll microfilm (7 vols.: 3.0 c.f.)

The land grants represented by these patents were authorized by Congress
to aid private corporations in the construction of designated railroads. Upon
completion of specified sections of line, arailroad received title to the lands
it had selected under the terms of its grant. These patents record the transfer
of title to the selected lands from the federal government to the state of
Minnesota, which in turn deeded them to the railroad company named in
the patent. The patents in these seven volumes were issued for the St. Paul
and Duluth Railroad; the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway; its
predecessor, the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad; the St. Paul and Northern
Pacific Railway (formerly the Western Railroad Co.); and the Lake
Superior and Mississippi Railroad.

The patents for each rallroad summarize the provisions of the
congressional authorization, including the proposed line's route and te
conditions of the grant; date(s) the governor of Minnesota certified
completion of the specified section(s); date(s) the selected lands were
certified to Minnesota by the U.S. General Land Office; legal descriptions
of the patented lands;, total acreage patented within each township;
aggregate acreage in the entire patent; and the date the patent was issued.

Arrangement: By railroad, thereunder by chronologically assigned
patent number; after 1920 they are arranged by "list" number.

Finding Aids: Each volume is indexed, and there is also a general index.

Railroad Swamp Land Selection Lists, 1880-1926. 2.6 c.f. (3 boxes)
Lists of state swamp land selected by private companies as part of land
grants from the state to aid in construction of railroads or for
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other purposes. The state legislature authorized the grants to these
companies of designated swamp lands to which the state had previoudy
acquired title from the federal government. The selection lists established
the priority of the grantee company's claim to the selected lands.

The terms of the grants to the railroads varied somewhat, but most
granted the company a specified amount of swamp land for each mile of
line constructed. As the company completed a section of track, it submitted
a selection list to the State Land Office describing the parcels it wished to
acquire under its grant. The State Land Office examined the lists to
determine if the selected parcels were subject to any prior clams or
reservations. If no such claims existed the lands were deeded to the railroad.
Lists are also present for lands selected by the Cannon River Manufacturers
Association, which had received a grant for "developing and improving the
water powers and manufacturing resources of the Cannon river" (Special
Laws 1877 c244).

Each selection list gives the list number, name of grantee company,
citations to the legidation authorizing the grant, date the selection list was
filed, and legal descriptions of the parcels selected.

Filed with this series are severa folders relating to congressional
railroad grants. A summary of state legisation relating to railroad swamp
land grants isfiled in box 1.

Arrangement: By grantee company; thereunder by list number,
followed by miscellaneous documents.

Related Records: Railroad Deed Record (page 15); Swamp Land
Record (page 23); Duluth and Iron Range Railroad: Records of Swamp
Land Selections (page 12).

Record of Land Examinations on Chippewa Indian Reservations, 1904,

1908. 1 vol. and 2 folders.

Land examination dips for swamp lands located on Minnesota's Chippewa
Indian reservations. Two surveys are represented: one done in 1904 by
Omar H. Case, appointed to represent the state of Minnesota during an
examination conducted by W. B. Douglass of the U.S. General Land Office;
and one done in 1908 by J. H. Beagle. They are accompanied by a list
(undated) of the number of tracts in each township selected for Minnesota
by the U.S. Surveyor General, examined, found to be swamp or dry, or not
examined;, and by a table (undated) showing, for each quarter-quarter
section, the examination result (acres dry, acres swamp, and whether or not
it was designated a swamp land tract).

Each examination dlip covers an individual section of land within a
township and contains a sketch map showing swamp areas and comments
on vegetation and other pertinent data. Case's dips are pasted into a
volume, indexed by range and township. His five-page report to state
auditor S. G. Iverson, regarding the methodology of the U.S. survey and the
current controversy over identification and designation of swamp lands, is
pasted onto page 35; his examination slips were apparently prepared to
provide evidence for the state of Minnesota's position that the majority of
examined tracts were actually swamp lands.
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Beagle's dlips are foldered; cover sheets for each set of dlips sent to the
auditor are headed "State Land Examiner." Evidently representing a
resurvey, they vary somewhat to considerably from Case's drawings and
notes for the same tracts.

Record of Leases on Public Building Lands, 1891-1895. 1 val.

A record of payments on leases for use of "public building" or "state
capitol” trust fund land. An act of April 21, 1891 (Laws 1891 c132)
authorized the state land commissioner to lease the land in Kandiyohi
County that had been reserved to support construction of a state capitol and
other public buildings.

The lease record gives the following information for each forty acre
parcel leased: lease number, date of lease, lessee, legal description of tract
leased, rent per acre, and annual record of payments received.

Arrangement: By lease number.

Record of Paymentson State Land Contracts: Internal mprovement

Lands, 1872-1943. 3.5 c.f. (5 vols. and 3 partial vols.)

Record of annual payments made by purchasers of parcels of internal
improvement land from the time the land was initially purchased until the
fina payment was made and a patent issued. A note in the front cover of
volume A gives the total acreage as of January 28, 1880, as 499,686.51
acres.

Information recorded: legal description, number of acres (usualy 40),
price per acre, total purchase price, name of purchaser, date of purchase,
certificate number, and payment schedule (columns for principa and
interest paid each year). When payment on a parcel of land was completed,
the volume records name of final patentee (who may or may not be the
same as the initial purchaser), date of final payment, and patent number.
Once a patent was issted, volumes for subsequent years note the purchaser
and patent number (but no payment data) for parcels already patented,
continuing the payment schedule for lands not yet patented.

A large proportion of the internal improvement lands are noted as
having been transferred to the permanent school fund or the permanent
university fund during the 1880s and 1890s.

Arrangement: By range and township within six chronological units,
each covering a span of years for which a payment schedule was
established.

Related Records: Record of Payments. . .. School and Related Lands
(below), for land transferred from internal improvement lands.

Record of Paymentson State Land Contracts: Reform School Lands,

1892-1913. 1 vol.

Record of annual payments made by purchasers of parcels of land in blocks
1-13 of Ingersoll's Addition to St. Paul, the former site of the state reform
school. Following legidlation to construct a permanent reform school near
Red Wing in Goodhue County (Laws 1887 c200), the school's board of
managers was directed to have its St. Paul site platted, appraised, and sold
at auction by the commissioner of the
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State Land Office, with proceeds credited to the reform school fund
(Genera Laws 1889 c258).

Information recorded: certificate number, sale date, lot and block
number, amount of sale, purchaser's name, amount of principal due, and
payment schedule (annual interest payments 1892-1906, with a few later
notations). The schedule notes that parts of blocks 3 and 4 were deeded to
the city of St. Paul on June 1, 1909, under General Laws of 1909, Chapter
203; this law authorized their sale to the city for a public high school
building and canceled al outstanding sale certificates. It also notes the sale
of blocks 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10 to St. Paul on October 10, 1912, under
General Laws of 1911, Chapter 163; this law directed their sale to the city
for educational purposes and gives a synopsis of the ownership history of
Ingersoll's Addition.

The volume is accompanied by a sample certificate of sale and a printed
abstract of title to the lands comprising Ingersoll's Addition.

Arrangement : By block number.

Related Records: Plat of Ingersoll's Addition filed with Maps:
Miscellaneous (page 13).

Record of Paymentson State Land Contracts: School and Related L ands,
1862-1943. 58.0 c.f. (69 vals.)
Record of annual payments made by purchasers of parcels of school lands
(sections 16 and 36 in each township). Also includes payment records for
university, public building, salt spring, and agricultural college land;
volumes for 1907-1943 were numbered by the State Land Office as part of
the school lands series.

There are several volumes for each span of years for which a payment
schedule was established. Each group of volumes is organized by meridian
(4th or 5th) and range number, and thereunder by township number (one
pair of facing pages per township), with a separate line for each
quarter-quarter section of sections 16 and 36. Although the county name is
noted on each page, the informationis not organized by county.

Information recorded: Legal description, number of acres (usualy 40,
but occasionally aggregated or subdivided), price per acre, total purchase
price, name of purchaser, date of purchase, certificate number, and payment
schedule; name of final patentee, date of final payment, and patent number
after payment was compl eted.

Parcels that were preempted, part of a military or Indian reserve or a
state forest, in alake or river, or otherwise unavailable are also noted.

Record of Paymentson State Land Contracts: State I nstitution L ands,
1882-1915. 1.0 c.f. (2 vals. and 1 partial vol.)
Record of annual payments made by purchasers of parcels of land, the
proceeds from the sale of which were dedicated to the support of state
institutions.

Information recorded: Legal description, number of acres (usually 40),
price per acre, total purchase price, name of purchaser, date of purchase,
certificate number, and payment schedule; name of final patentee, date of
fina payment, and patent number after payment was completed. If an
affidavit of improvement was filed, this is noted, with the affidavit number.
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Record of Paymentson State Land Contracts: Swamp Lands, 1901-1943.
17.0 cf. (19 vols.)
Record of annual payments made by purchasers of parcels of swamp and
overflow lands along the Mississippi River and its tributaries, the proceeds
from which were dedicated to various educational and internd
improvement purposes.

Each volume or group of volumes covers a span of years for which a
payment schedule was established. Each volume is organized by range and
township number (one pair of facing pages per township), with a separate
line for each parcel (usually a quarter-quarter section).

Information recorded: Legal description, number of acres (generaly 40,
but with numerous variations), price per acre, total purchase price, name of
purchaser, date of purchase, certificate number, and payment schedule;
name of final patentee, date of fina payment, and patent number after
payment was completed. Entries for lands deeded to railroads are often
recorded in red or purple ink in the early volumes. State forest and other
reserved lands, tax-forfeited lands, and lands that reverted to the state are
aso noted. If an affidavit of improvement was filed, this is noted, with the
affidavit number.

Related Records: Some of these swamp lands were transferred from
Record of Payments .. .. State Institution Lands, vol. B (see Laws 1907
€385).

Record of Sales: State Trust Fund Lands, 1862-1879. 4 rolls microfilm (18

vols.: 45c.f.)

Summary records of the sale of trust fund lands by the state of Minnesota to
private parties. They list each parcel of land offered for sale in a given year
or span of years and include both original sales and resales of forfeited or
delinquent lands. If a parcel was not sold the first time it was offered, or if it
later became forfeit or delinquent, it may be listed in more than one place.
These volumes constitute an administrative record of transactions, not legal
instruments conveying title.

The record for each parcel sold includes certificate number, lega
description, appraised value per acre, value of improvements, name of
occupant if preempted, total acreage, sae date, purchase price, amount paid
a time of sae, unpaid balance, first year's interest, and purchaser's name.
The records were kept by year or span of years, thereunder by county and
location; those for 1862-1869 are further subdivided by land category
within each county. The records for each county usually include a yearly
recapitulation of sales. There are no records for some counties.

Finding Aids: Volumes for 1862-1872 are indexed by county.

Related Records: Continued by Record of Sales. State Trust Fund
Lands, ca.1878-ca.1940 (below).

Record of Sales: State Trust Fund Lands, ca1878-ca.1940. 6 rolls microfilm
(15 voals.: 6.0c.f))
Continuation of Record of Sales, 1862-1879 (above), arranged
alphabetically by county and thereunder by location or by land category and
location. The records for land sections containing water, swamps,
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or railroad rights of way are usually accompanied by a plat drawing and
occasionally by other supporting documentation. There are no records for
some counties.
Related Records: M emorandum of Sale of State L ands (page 13).
Continued by Abstract of State Land (page 8).

Record of Sales: State Trust Fund L ands (Supplement), ca.1883-ca.1936.
25 cf. (7 vols)
Summary records of the sale of state trust fund land in the five northcentral
Minnesota counties (Aitkin, Cass, Itasca, Koochiching, and St. Louis) in
which heavy concentrations of trust fund lands were located, as well as in
Dakota County. These volumes supplement the microfilmed series Record
of Sales: State Trust Fund Land (ca.1878-ca.1940).

The volumes list each parcel of trust fund land offered for sae,
including both original sales and resales of forfeited or payment delinquent
land. The record for each parcel sold includes the following information:
certificate number, legal description of the tract, date of sale, appraised
value per acre, cash required for timber on the tract, year appraised,
purchase price per acre, principa paid at time of sale, unpaid balance, first
year's interest, purchaser's name and address, and type of trust fund land.
Toward the end of each volume are additional listings, apparently
representing later appraisals, classifications, and sales of new parcels, as
well asresales.

The microfilmed Record of Sales includes earlier versions of the
volumes for each of these counties except Dakota. All sales entries recorded
in the filmed volumes are also recorded in these volumes, in addition to
updated entries. There is no volume for Dakota County in the filmed series.

Arrangement: By county, thereunder by range, township, and section,
with some deviations.

School and Other State Land to be Offered for Sale: Published Lists,
1905-1914. 1 vol.
Newspaper clippings and flyers listing school lands and other state lands to
be offered for public sale at designated places and times. Pasted into the
volume chronologically by date of sale.

Special Certificate Record, 1870-1974. 1 roll microfilm (5 vols.: 1.0 c.f.)
Specia certificates (nos. 1-889) issued to purchasers of forfeited land that
had originally been sold as school, swamp, internal improvement, or other
trust fund land. When a parcel of state land was sold, the purchaser was
issued a certificate, which was arecord of his or her interest in the land and
which stated the conditions of the sale. When the sale conditions were met,
the state issued a patent that formaly transferred title to the land. If the
certificate holder failed to satisfy the terms of the sale, through
nonpayment of principal and interest or of assessed taxes, the land reverted
to the state, which could then resdll it. Purchasers of such forfeited land
were issued a "specia certificate" that transferred the original certificate
holder's interest in the land to the new purchaser.

Each certificate is a printed form filled in with specia certificate
number, category of state land, original purchaser, legal description
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of the property, total acreage, per acre purchase price, original certificate
number and date issued, unpaid balance, statement of the grounds for
foreclosure, date of resale, and new purchaser.

Arrangement : By chronologically assigned certificate number.

State Subdivisions Plat Book, undated. 1 roll microfilm (1 vol.: 0.5 c.f.)

Plat drawings of school lards (sections 16 and 36), salt spring lands, and
severa parcels of internal improvement lands, which were subdivided and
sold in parcels of less than 40 acres. They show lot number and acreage of
each subdivided parcel, roads and rights of way that cross it, and any rivers,
lakes, swamps, or other natural features located in the section. Some plats
also include surveyors field notes and other documentation.

Finding Aids: The volume includes an index organized by range, town,
and section.

State Subdivisions Plat Files, undated and 1862-1909. 0.2 c.f. (2 foldersand 1

oversize folder)

Maps, field notes, and a few letters regarding the resurvey or platting of
various parcels of state land, primarily school land. They supplement, and
probably duplicate to a large extent, the State Subdivisions Plat Book
(above).

State Trust Fund Land Certificates, 1862-1984. 79.0 c.f. (79 boxes)

After the fina payment had been made on a parcel of state land, the
purchaser turned in to the State Land Office the origina certificate of
purchase, along with documentation of any changes in ownership that might
have occurred since the initia filing, and received title in the form of aland
patent. This series consists of the certificates, annotated as needed to show
conveyance to new owner(s) since their initial issuance, and often
accompanied by such ancillary documents as abstracts of title, warranty and
quitclaim deeds, probate court decrees, receipts for sae, certificates of
assignment, and county auditors' certificates of taxes paid.

The patent number is written or typed onto the face of each certificate,
and often (but not always) onto the accompanying documents as well.
Severa certificates may be encompassed in a single patent humber. Some
patent numbers are missing. The saies ends with patent number 39894.
Certificates for reform school land patents are not present.

Arrangement: By type of trust fund land and thereunder by patent
number. Boxes 71, 72, and 79 contain documentation of related
transactions. There is no known means of access by certificate humber to
this series.

Swamp Land Miscellaneous Lists and Correspondence, undated and 1862-

1923. 1.6 c.f. (1 box and 2 partial boxes)

Lists of swamp lands in Minnesota Indian reservations (undated);
miscellaneous correspondence and lists relating to the selection, approval,
and patenting of state swamp lands; various lists and registers created
during the process of resolving conflicting claims to swamp land tracts; and
contest case files, containing letters and documents relating to contests of
the state's claims to particular parcels of swamp land.
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Swamp Land Patents: United Statesto Minnesota, 1865-1960. 2 rolls

microfilm (4 vols.: 3.0 c.f.)

These patents record the transfer of title to designated swamp lands from
the federal government to the state of Minnesota under congressiona acts
of September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860. A single patent may include
from one to over 100 individua parcels in severa townships. Each patent
records the patent or list number, land office through which it was issued,
legal descriptions of the parcels patented, total acreage patented within each
township, aggregate acreage in the entire patent, date the governor of
Minnesota made application for the patent, and date the patent was
executed.

The patents were a some point compiled into four volumes
corresponding approximately to the four federa land districts existing in
Minnesota in 1900: Duluth, St. Cloud, Crookston, and Marshall. Patents for
the Cass Lake land district, which was established in 1903, are intermingled
with the others. Within each volume the patents are arranged for the most
part by individual land office, and thereunder by chronologically assigned
patent number (list number after 1914).

Typed transcriptions were prepared for 185 pages that were abraded,
faint, or otherwise unable to produce a sharp image when filmed. Each
transcription is filmed immediately after the page that it transcribes.

Finding Aids: A consolidated index, arranged by location, refers to
volume and page number; individua volume indexes are keyed to patent
numbers.

Swamp Land Record, ca.1860-1931. 3 rolls microfilm (13 vols.: 4.5 c.f.)

An administrative record of the state of Minnesotal's acquisition and
disposition of swamp and overflowed lands. After the state surveyor general
had identified and selected tracts of swamp land, they were patented from
the federa government to the state, which then either sold the tracts,
regranted them to railroads, or retained possession The volume was
apparently compiled in 1876, at which time prior transactions were
recorded retrospectively.

Each volume contains records, by county, for individual counties or
groups of contiguous counties; in several instances land in a given county
appears in more than one volume. Within each volume the swamp land
tracts are listed by range, town, section, and fractional section. The entry for
each parcel gives legal description, acreage, date selected by the surveyor
general, date patented to the state, by whom selected and to whom deeded
from the state, other disposition (such as selection rejected or contested),
and occasiona remarks. Names of private parties to whom swamp lands
were sold are not recorded, however; only the sale date appears in the
"Remarks' column. Grant